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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 and respectfully request that the 
listed documents be considered by the Examiner and made of record in the above-captioned 
application. Copies of all U.S. Patents and Applications are not enclosed pursuant to the wavier 
of 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2)(i) for all applications filed after June 30, 2003. Copies of all other 
documents listed as well as copies of the International Search Report, Written Opinion of the 
International Searching Authority, and International Preliminary Report on Patentability issued 
in related International Application No. PCTAJS04/004929 are also enclosed. Copies of office 
actions issued in related Great Britain Application No. 0307429.1 and Great Britain Application 
No. 0301067.5 are also enclosed. 
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This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that the listed documents are material or constitute 
"prior art." If the Examiner applies the documents as prior art against any claim in the 
application and applicants determine that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of the documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted with a newly filed 
application. Therefore, applicants believe no fee is due. If any additional fee is due, or if any 
overpayment has been made, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any such fee or credit 
any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 02-4377. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 




Paul A. Ragusa 

Patent Office Reg. No. 38,587 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

44th Floor 

New York, NY 10012-4498 
Attorney for Applicants 
212-408-2500 
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Form PTO-I449 U.S. Department of Commerce 
(REV. 2-82) Patent and Trademark Office 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BY APPLICANT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Atty. Docket No. 

068315.0118 


TBD 


Applicant 

Richard Thorpe 


Filing Date 
Herewith 


Group Art Unit 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exam. 
Initial 


No. 


Document No. 


Issue/Publication 
Date 


Applicant(s) 




1. 


4170369 


10/9/1979 


Strutmann 




2. 


4659097 


4/21/1987 


Duerkopp System 




3. 


4659097 


4/21/1987 


Kuepper Gerd et al. 




4. 


5390947 


2/21/1995 


Cannondale Corpn. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exam. 
Initial 


No. 


Document No. 


Issue/Publication 
Date 


Applicant(s) 




5. 


DE880712 


6/25/1953 


Klaue Hermann Dr-lng 




6. 


GB2171656 


9/3/1986 


Sanders Mark Andrew 




7. 


FR2618402 


1/27/1989 


Paryzak Rene 




8. 


DE3804342 


8/24/1989 


Klaue Hermann 




9. 


DE3941221 


6/20/1991 


Heydenreich 




10. 


DE1 9702764 


8/21/1997 


Weber 




II. 


DE19840576 


3/9/2000 


Sram De GMBH 




12. 


EP1 142780 


10/10/2001 


Sony Corp. 




13. 


EP1270395 


1/2/2003 


Yamaha Motor Co. LTD. 
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Examiner Date Considered 



* Examiner: Initial citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not 

conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



